[Comparable results with percutaneous transluminal angioplasty and surgical bypass for critical ischaemia of the leg].
In patients with critical limb ischaemia resulting from arterial occlusion, both percutaneous recanalisation and bypass surgery are potential therapeutic options to avoid amputation. The recently published Bypass versus angioplasty in severe ischaemia of the leg (BASIL) trial is the first randomised study to compare these techniques. The data from this trial show that patients eligible for balloon angioplasty or infra-inguinal bypass surgery fare equally well with percutaneous intervention. In the Netherlands, expertise with percutaneous intervention varies among hospitals. Consequently, the preferred strategy depends on the capabilities of the local hospital. Ideally, patients should be treated in hospitals with expertise in both techniques, because there is a trend towards fewer complications with percutaneous intervention. Moreover, there is a considerable difference in costs during the first year in favour of percutaneous intervention, mainly as a result of a shorter hospital stay.